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WILSON ACCEPTS

EDIATION, BUT SAYSM HUERTA MUST GO;
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THE WEATHER FORECAST

Rain to-day; fair and warmer to-morrow;
fresh to strong winds.

% un. Detailed weather reports will be found on page 1J.
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3,000 AMERICANS HELD AS HOSTAGES; THEIR LIVES N PERIL

Envoys of Brazil, Argentina and Chile
Will Try to Induce Dictator to Yield,
but Have Misgivings About
Success of Mission.

WAR PREPARATIONS TO GO ON

President Tells Diplomats That Plans for Peace
Will Fail if Mexicans Commit Overt Act
Durmﬂ Negotiations. .

R e —

The United States npreed vesterday to accept a proposal fI'om[
Brazil, Argentina and Chile to mediate in '\'loxu‘o.

President Wilson stipulated that the plan must include the |
elimination of Huerta, and the restoration of constitutional gov-
ernment in Mexico.

It was added that in the event of any act of aggression by Mexico
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the United States will take any military steps it deems wise.
Preparations’for war continue unabated pending the negotiations.
The policy of Huerta apparently is to hold 3,000 American

men in Mexico as hostages. Huerta is permitting only women and ||
children to leave the city. '

Scores of Americans, including women, have been dragged from|
trains on the way to Vera Cruz and held prisoners.

Refugees at Vera Cruz sdy three American railroad men have
been killed by Mexicans at Cordova.

While Villa is professing friendship for the United States he is
throwing up intrenchments at Juarez.

The gunboat Norfolk landed marines at Guaymas, on the
Pacific coast, and took the place without firing a shot.

MEDIATION PLAN ACCEPTED
BY WILSON WITH CONDITION

President Stands to Original Demand for Elimina-
tion of Gen. Huerta and Return of ,
Constitutional Government. 1
e S '

WASHINGTON, April 25.—The United States Government has consentad
to mediate its differences with Mexieo, and steps already have been taken to ob-
tain Huerta's consent to such a settlement of the crisis, |

This nuexpected turn of affairs came this evening as a result of an offer
by Brazil, Chile and the Argentine Republic to use their good oftices to bring
phout medintion.  This Government immediately accepted in the hope that the |
Proposals to be advanced by the South American republics may prove “feasible |
and prophetic of a new day of mutual cooperation and confidence in Americes.* l

While accepting. President Wilson imposed conditions of his own. One !
of these was that no solution of the erisls will be acceptable to the United
States which does not provide for the elimination of Huerts and the restoration |
of constitutional government in Mexico. |

The demand for a salute to the flag by way of reparation, which is the
‘mmediate cause of the present erisls, apparently does not figure in the medin-
tion proposals, It s so completely overshadowed by the proposal to ellminate |
Huerta and establish coustitutional government, that it probably would be
disregarded by this Government In the event of a successful conclusion of
the larger issues,

There was a suggestion to-ulght that the South American Governments had

comminneated with Huerta before they offered their service to the United
States, This suggestion was based chlefly on the bhelief that the United Ntates

would not have consented to mediation on a question of national honor unless
me assurances haed been received that it would at least be considered Ly
Iuerta,  What will be Hueria's attitude, now that the United Btates hus im-
posed drastic conditions, could only be conjectured here to-night. It was ap-
parent that the South Ameriean diplomats had misgivings about the result,

Involves All Factions.

Pt the mediation proposed by Argenting, Breazil and Chile
mativr saleiy between the United States Government and Huerta. 1t involves

ol fuctions in Mexico,  Defore success can be hoped for it and any internal
reorganization brought about the consent of Carrunza, Zapata and other fac-
Honal legders must he obtained, |

In the megaatime the United States will pot draw baeck an inch from the |
wilitary operations already under way. In fact., the President specifically
reserves the right to move immediately In the event of any act of aggression |
on the purt of Huerta and his forees, He urges haste upon the representatives
of the South American Governments if any good is to be expected from the
 Begotintions,

\ Before he would consent to mediation President Wilson stipulated that
the proceeding should in no wise Invelve thls Government In a recognition
of Huerty,

Ihironghont the day developments showed that the Administration clearly
waves gside the Tampleo flag Incident and the insult to natlonal honor upon
Yhich 1t hus based Its getion thus far and is willing to make certaln sucrifices
0ottt connection In order to accomplish the original purpose of lts Mexican
Voys the climination of Huerta,

Criticism Is Expected.
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South America’'s Offer of Mediation .md the Reply of l!

President Wilson. |

e I SNHE offer c¢n the part of Brazil. Aigentina and Chile to act as mediatore in the dispute between
the United States and President Huerta and President Wilson's acceptance of the offer are
" given in the following communications made public at Washington last night:
“LEGATION OF THE ARGENTINE REPUBLIC,

“WASHINGTON. April 25, 1914
‘Mr. Secretary of State:

“With the purpose of subserving the interests of peace and civilization in our continent and

|
with the earnest desire to prevent any further bloodshed to the pre judice of the cordiality and umion |
which have always surrounded the relations of the Governments and peoples of America, we, the | °

plenipotentiaries of Brazil, Argentina and Chile, duly authorized thereto. have the honor to tender
to your Excellency's Government our good offices for the peaceful and friendly settlement of the con- |
flict between the United States and Mexico.

“This offer puts in due form the suggestions which we had the occacion to offer heretofore on the
subject to the Secretary, to whom we renew the as:urances of our hignest and most distinguished con-
sideration. *D. DA GAMA. |

“R. 8, NAOK,
“EDO. SUAREZ MUJICA.”

To this message President Wilson, through Secretary of State Bryau. sent the following repiy:
“The Government of the United States is deeply sensible of the friendliness, the good feeling
and the generous concern for the peace and welfars of America manifested in the joint note iust re- !
ceived from yonr Excellencies tendering the good offices of your Governments to effect, if possible, a .
settiement of the present difficultics between the Government of the United States and those who now . |
I

claim to represent our sister republic of Mexico. Conscious of the purpose with which the proffer i»
made, this Government does not feel at liberty to decline it. Its own chief interest is in the peace of
America, the cordial intercourse of her republics and her people and the happiness and prosperity which
can spring only out of frank, mutual understanding and the friendship which is created by commex
purpose. The generous offer of your Governments is therefore accepted. This Government hope:
most earnestly that you may find those who speak for the several elements of the Mexican people
willing aitl ready to discuss terms of satisfactory and therefore permanent settlement. It you
should find them willing this Government will be glad to take up with vou for discussion in the
frankest and most conciliatory spirit any proposals that may be authoritatively formulated and will
hope that they may prove feasible and prophetic of a new day of mutual cooperation and confidence
in America.

“This Government feels bound in candor o say that. its diplomatic relations with Mexico being
for the present severed, it is not possible for it to make sure of an uninterrupted opportunity to can
out the plan of intermediation which you propose. It is, of counrse, possible that some act oi ag-
gression on the part of those who control the military forces of Mexico might oblige the United State:
to act to the upsetting of the hopes of immediate peace, but this does not justify us in hesitating t-
accept your generous suggestion. We shall hope for the hest result within a time brief enough to re-
lieve our anxiety lest ill consideved hostile demonstrations should interrupt negotiations and disap-

point our hopes of peace.
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